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CASE STUDY

Hesketh Out Marsh Coastal Realignment
ABSTRACT:  

The Hesketh Out Marsh Coastal Realignment scheme on the south bank of the Ribble Estuary will, when completed, be one of Europe’s largest coastal realignment projects. Following the purchase of land in 2006 work is due to commence on this £2.5m project in March 2007. 

The aim is to counter the effects of sea level rise due to climate change whilst reinstating 170 Ha of saltmarsh and wetland habitat, which had been lost to land-reclamation for agriculature in the 1980s. This will help to alleviate a ‘pinch point’ in the estuary, providing coastal land for flooding, acting as a natural buffer for the primary coastal defences and helping to mitigate the impacts of sea level rise such as potential saltmarsh loss elsewhere in the estuarine system. Material excavated from the site will be used to augment existing and new defences to the rear of the site.

The site will become one of the RSPB’s Ribble Estuary nature reserves and part of the proposed Ribble Estuary Regional Park. Much of the intertidal habitat in the Ribble Estuary has Natura 2000 and Ramsar status, the Ribble being one of the UK’s most important estuaries for birds and other wildlife. The Hesketh Out Marsh restoration project will provide a vital link in a network of wildlife havens on the estuary and bring a significant enhancement to the natural environment in Lancashire, as well as contributing to the creation of the Ribble Estuary Regional Park which is expected to become an important new attraction to draw in more visitors to the region.
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SUMMARY

This project, starting in October 2006 and with a proposed end date of September 2008, will be one of Europe’s largest coastal realignment projects to counter the effects of sea level rise due to climate change. The site, at Hesketh Out Marsh on the Ribble Estuary in North West England, will eventually become one of the RSPB’s Ribble Estuary nature reserves and part of the proposed Ribble Estuary Regional Park. 

170 hectares of land has been purchased on the south bank of the Ribble, one of the UK’s most important estuaries for birds and other wildlife. The Hesketh Out Marsh restoration project will be a vital link to a network of wildlife havens on the estuary.

The land is currently used for agriculture, but it is planned to breach the outer sea defences. Water from the Ribble will create a wetland haven for breeding birds such as black-tailed godwits, dunlins, avocets, redshanks and wigeons. The newly-created saltmarsh will also act as a natural buffer to the remaining primary sea defence.

The land has been bought thanks to funding from the Environment Agency and the Northwest Regional Development Agency through the Lancashire Rural Recovery Action Plan. Funding was also contributed as a result of Lancaster City Council’s sea defence works.

Work on the £2.5m project is expected to start in March 2007 and will include the excavation of former creeks, construction of a new embankment to Hesketh Out Marsh East, and strengthening the existing sea defences around Hesketh Out Marsh West.

Material, including soil, from the creation of the nature reserve will be used to upgrade the sea defences, therefore eliminating the need for lorries bringing large volumes of material to and from the site.

As well as being a significant enhancement to the natural environment in Lancashire, it is intended that the Ribble Estuary Regional Park will become an important new attraction to draw in more visitors to the region.
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