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CASE STUDY

Mersey Waterfront People’s Panels
ABSTRACT:  

Mersey Waterfront is leading a comprehensive programme of waterfront regeneration along 135km of the Mersey and Cheshire coastline. The area includes beaches, dunes, coastal woodlands, urban promenades, marshes, canals, marine lakes and working docks. In order to get local residents’ opinions about future improvements they would like to see Mersey Waterfront have been holding pioneering People’s Panels. The panels have proved extremely successful and the outcomes from the panels are, wherever possible, built into project proposals being developed for Mersey Waterfront funding.
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INTRODUCTION

Mersey Waterfront is leading a comprehensive programme of waterfront regeneration, co-ordinating more than 40 improvement projects along 135km of the Mersey and Cheshire coastline.  The area includes beaches, dunes, coastal woodlands, urban promenades, marshes, canals, marine lakes and working docks.  Through a combination of funding from the Northwest Regional Development Agency and the Merseyside Objective 1 Programme, Mersey Waterfront will have around £24m to invest in a range of diverse and inter-connected projects between 2006 and 2009.

THE PEOPLE’S PANELS

Mersey Waterfront has been holding pioneering People’s Panels since April 2004 in order to gather local residents’ opinions about future improvements they’d like to see along Mersey Waterfront.  

The People’s Panels usually last for half a day, and are held in local venues. Care is taken to ensure that all venues used are both easily accessible by public transport and fully accessible to disabled people.   

A database is mainted of people who have self-nominated for involvement in the People’s Panels. Currently over 600 people have nominated their details for the database. 

Mersey Waterfront endeavours to ensure that the panels are representative of the local population.  However, it has been necessary to take positive action to ensure that under-represented groups, (children, young people, the disabled and ethnic minorities) participate.  

The Panels are facilitated on behalf of Mersey Waterfront by public engagement consultants Vision Twenty One.
OUTPUTS

From each Panel a report is produced and can be found on the Mersey Waterfront website at: www.merseywaterfront.com
During summer 2006 the following People’s Panels were held:
Black and Minority Ethnic Panel

This focused on the hard promenade and access routes in an urban area of the city of Liverpool – Liverpool 8. 

Disabled Panel 

This panel focused on plans to develop a Water Centre accessible to all at Sefton Marine Lake. 

Egremont Panel

This focused on the hard promenade adjacent to the beach in East Wirral.
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CONCLUSIONS

The People’s Panels have been a great success. All the people who have taken part in Panels so far have found them interesting and informative.  

Through this work it has been found that the public have a great affinity with waterfront areas and the River Mersey. 

Regardless of age, race, area lived in or social background people who have participated in the People’s Panels invariably identify and assign priority to the following issues in waterfront development and management:

· High quality management of existing areas and assets, including public toilets (the latter is particularly important to disabled people) is as important as new, high profile projects   

· Planting and greenery should be provided

· Built and natural heritage should be conserved

· Public areas should be made secure and wardens or park-keepers should be employed

· Good access by public transport should be provided

· Attractions should be made affordable

As a result of this work, wherever possible, the priorities listed above are built into project proposals being developed for Mersey Waterfront funding.   

PROJECT FUNDERS & PARTNERS

The project was led by Mersey Waterfront (www.merseywaterfront.com). The key partners in Mersey Waterfront include Liverpool City Council (www.liverpool.gov.uk), Sefton Borough Council (www.sefton.gov.uk), Wirral Borough Council (www.wirral.gov.uk) and Halton Borough Council (www.halton.gov.uk) and the Northwest Regional Development Agency (www.nwda.co.uk). 

The consultants were Vision 21 (www.visiontwentyone.co.uk).

The People’s Panel project budget is £20,000 per annum and this comes from Mersey Waterfront’s overall funding, the bulk of which is provided by the Northwest Regional Development Agency and the Merseyside Objective 1 Programme.

LINKS TO REFERENCE DOCUMENTS AND STUDIES

Report Downloads and Links:

People’s Panel reports can be downloaded from: www.merseywaterfront.com
Policy Downloads and Links:
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Project part-funded by the European Union
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